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Summary

The Learning and Skills (Wales) Measure 2009 (“the Measure”)
provides a statutory basis for 14-19 Learning Pathways.

The 14-19 Learning Pathways policy has transformed the curricula
provision and support for learners, helping to raise achievement
and attainment, prepare young people for high skilled employment
or higher education and enable Wales to compete in Europe in

the 21st century. Encompassing the basic principles of this policy

in a legal framework ensures that the policy will be implemented
in a consistent way to the benefit of 14—19 year old learners
across Wales.

The Measure received the support of the National Assembly on
17th March 2009 and gained Royal Approval on 13th May 2009.

The Measure has secured the creation of local curricula that will
contain a wide range of courses and opportunities which learners
aged 14-19" in Wales have the right to elect from. The Measure also
sets out the entitlement of learners to follow their elected course

of study.?

The Measure places a duty on local authorities in Wales to form local
curricula for learners in Key Stage 4. It also provides Welsh Ministers
with regulation making powers to stipulate the minimum number

of courses of study to be included within a local curriculum, and

the minimum number of vocational courses of study to ensure that
local area curricula contain a wide range of options of study both
academic and vocational in nature.

This guidance is concerned with the local curriculum for pupils

in Key Stage 4. For Post 16 learners Welsh Ministers will form the
local curricula. Welsh Ministers will set the minimum number of
courses of study to be included within a local curriculum, and the
minimum number of vocational courses of study to ensure that, as
at Key Stage 4, local area curricula contain a wide range of options
of study both academic and vocational in nature.

! That is those aged 14 up to (but not including) 19th birthday.

2 Should a learner change school/further education college after making their elections,
the entitlement ceases. If a head teacher or principal is satisfied that any of the grounds
set out in section 9 (Key Stage 4) or section 28 (16-18 learners) of the Measure apply
the head teacher or principal may decide a learner is not entitled to follow their elected
course study.
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Duties on local authorities

e Each local authority will be responsible for forming, for its area,
one or more local curricula for pupils in Key Stage 4.

e FEach local authority must exercise their functions in relation
to local curricula so as to promote access to and availability
of courses of study which are taught through the medium of
the Welsh language. Within two months of the end of each
academic year, a local authority must provide the Welsh Ministers
with a report describing; the courses of study included in the
local curricula through the medium of Welsh; how many pupils
elected to follow such courses and were entitled to do so;
what the authority plans to do in the following academic year(s)
so that pupils are given the opportunity to follow local curricula
courses of study taught through the medium of Welsh.

* In relation to the local curriculum or curricula (for Key Stage 4
and students aged 16 to 18) for the area of a local authority,
the local authority must take all reasonable steps in order
to maximise the availability of courses of study included in
a local curriculum.

Local authorities will also be under a duty to have regard to a series
of guidance issued by Welsh Ministers under the Measure and to
comply with directions of Welsh Ministers.

Duties on Head teachers and Governing Bodies
of Maintained Schools

e Where a pupil is entitled to follow a course of study
(Key Stage 4), the governing body of the pupil’s school
must ensure that the course is made available to the pupil.

e The governing body and head teacher of maintained secondary
schools must assist the local authority in planning the local
curricula for pupils in Key Stage 4.

e In relation to the local curriculum or curricula for Key Stage 4
pupils, the governing body of a maintained secondary school
must take all reasonable steps in order to maximise the
availability of courses of study included in a local curriculum
for the local authority area.
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e A head teacher must provide pupils of the school with a learning
pathway document, recording his or her learning pathway,
including the courses of study the pupil is entitled to follow
and any learner support services to be provided.

If a head teacher is satisfied that, in relation to decisions as

to entitlement, any of the grounds set out in section 116F of

the Education Act 2002, inserted by section 9 of the Measure,
apply then the head teacher may decide that a pupil is not entitled
to follow a course of study which he/she had elected to follow.

Similarly, if a head teacher is satisfied that, in relation to decisions
to remove entitlement, any of the grounds set out in section 116H
of the Education Act 2002, inserted by section 11 of the Measure,
apply then the head teacher may decide that a pupil is no longer
entitled to follow a course of study that he/she was entitled

to follow (section 116H of the Education Act 2002 inserted by
section 11 of the Measure).

Head teachers and governing bodies of maintained secondary
schools will also be under a duty to have regard to a series of
guidance issued by Welsh Ministers under the Measure and
to comply with directions of Welsh Ministers.

Duties on Principals and Governing Bodies of Further
Education Institutions

e The governing body and principal of an institution within
the further education sector must assist the local authority
in planning the local curricula for pupils in Key Stage 4.

e In relation to the local curriculum or curricula for Key Stage 4
pupils for the area of a local authority, the governing body of
an institution within the further education sector situated within
that area must take all reasonable steps in order to maximise the
availability of courses of study included in local curricula.
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Principals and governing bodies of institutions within the further
education sector will also be under a duty to have regard to a series
of guidance issued by Welsh Ministers under the Measure and to
comply with directions of Welsh Ministers.

Guidance

This statutory guidance is issued under sections 116B, 116l and
116K of the Education Act 2002 as inserted by Part 1 of the
Measure, and sets out actions required to support the Key Stage 4
provisions. These are:

Local curricula: Welsh language

Guidance may be given to a particular local authority, or to
authorities of a particular class or to authorities generally,
regarding the promotion of access and availability to courses

of study taught through the medium of the Welsh language.
Local authorities must have regard to any such guidance given
by Welsh Ministers (section 116B(2) of the Education Act 2002).

Planning the local curriculum

The governing body and head teacher of any maintained
secondary school maintained by the authority and the governing
body and principal or other head of an institution within the
further education sector in the authority’s area must have

regard to any guidance by Welsh Ministers as to exercise of their
functions in planning the local curriculum (section 116l (3) of the
Education Act 2002).

Joint-working: guidance and directions

Local authorities, the governing body of any maintained
secondary school and the governing body of an institution
within the further education sector in the authority’s area
must have regard to any guidance from Welsh Ministers as to
discharge of their duties to maximise the availability of courses
(section 116K(1) of the Education Act 2002.
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Background

1.1 The expansion of Welsh-medium and bilingual learning in
post-14 provision is one of the Department for Education and Skills
(DfES) priorities in line with the 14-19 Learning Pathways agenda
and policy document The Learning Country: Vision into Action,
The Welsh-medium Education Strategy (published 2010) and

A living language: a language for living — Welsh Language Strategy
2012-17.

1.2 The Education (Local Curriculum for Pupils in Key Stage 4)
(Wales) Regulations 2009, as amended by the Education (Local
Curriculum for Pupils in Key Stage 4) (Wales) (Amendment)
Regulations 2014, require @ minimum number of vocational courses
in a local curriculum, and local authorities should in particular bear
this in mind when discharging their duty to promote access to

and availability of courses of study which are taught through the
medium of the Welsh language.

1.3 The Welsh Government's Welsh Medium Education Strategy
Strategic Aim 2 is “To improve the planning of Welsh-medium
provision in the post 14 phases of education and training, to take
account of linguistic progression and continued development of
skills”. The School Standards and Organisation (Wales) Act 2013
places a statutory requirement on local authorities to prepare and
introduce a Welsh in Education Strategic Plan that will provide the
means for the Welsh Government to monitor the way in which
local authorities respond and contribute to the implementation of
the Welsh-medium Education Strategy and related targets therein.

Planning at Local Level: LAs and 14-19 networks

1.4 In planning and forming the local curricula for their area,
local authorities must promote access to and the availability of
courses of study which are taught through the medium of the
Welsh language. In the discharge of this duty a local authority
must have regard to any guidance given by Welsh Ministers.

1.5 Local authorities should demonstrate that full consideration
has been given to linguistic continuity and progression in
developing courses for the local curriculum at Key Stage 4.
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1.6 In seeking to promote access and availability the local
authority should:

e support networks in ensuring that Welsh-medium and bilingual
institutions are properly represented;

e consider the appropriateness of establishing Welsh-medium
sub-groups which would be able to consider the planning needs
of the Welsh-medium and bilingual sectors in more detail;

e facilitate cross-border partnerships between Welsh-medium
and bilingual providers where this assists the development of
14-19 Welsh-medium and bilingual education;

e ensure that information and good practice in the delivery
of Welsh-medium and bilingual education is shared.
Where appropriate use should be made of Welsh-medium/
Bilingual Regional Forums or similar structures.

Linguistic Continuity

1.7 The promotion of linguistic continuity of study should be
an integral part of the planning of local curricula at Key Stage 4
by all local authorities. It is therefore essential that the local
authority should take all appropriate steps to ensure that a
young person who has followed some or all of his/her subjects
through the medium of Welsh at Key Stage 3 should be given
the opportunity to do so at Key Stage 4. The quality of a young
person’s linguistic experience should be viewed holistically

when planning the local curriculum. A young person’s wish to
continue to follow his/her education through the medium of the
Welsh language should be fully taken into account when planning
the delivery of the curriculum.

1.8 For a course to be classified as a Welsh-medium course within
a local curriculum, all aspects of the course should be available
through the Welsh language; the teaching and the assessment
procedure in its entirety, and the learning resources where
appropriate®.

3 For example, it may be deemed appropriate to use of original source material in a history
course in the language of its origin.
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1.9 In authorities where there is no Welsh speaking school,

the local authority should seek to make arrangements with
neighbouring authorities for provision for learners who wish to
study through the medium of Welsh. Local authorities with Welsh
speaking schools may also choose to make such arrangements for
provision with neighbouring authorities for some pupils within the
local authority area.

1.10 Where a pupil attends a Welsh speaking school,* then in
forming the local curriculum for that school, a local authority
should ensure that the pupil is able to access a local curriculum
that meets the minimum entitlement (as set out in The Education
(Local Curriculum for Pupils in Key Stage 4) (Wales) Regulations
2009, as amended by the Education (Local Curriculum for Pupils in
Key Stage 4) (Wales) (Amendment) Regulations 2014) through the
medium of Welsh. However, in order to recognise existing practice
where Welsh speaking schools currently deliver some courses
through the medium of English the institution may count this
toward the local curricula minimum entitlement.

1.11 No action should be taken that would unfavourably affect
the existing proportion of Welsh-medium courses within Welsh
speaking schools. Any increase in local curriculum courses
offered via a Welsh speaking school should therefore entail an
increase in Welsh-medium course provision. For schools defined
as category 1 Welsh-medium schools or Bilingual schools in
category 2A% in Information document No: 023/2007: Defining
schools according to Welsh-medium provision®, there should be
no increase in the number of English medium courses.

4 For the purpose of this guidance the definition of a ‘Welsh speaking’ school in section
106(4) of the Education Act 2002 (National Curriculum requirements) is used. This states:
‘[...] a school is Welsh-speaking if more than one half of the following subjects are
taught (wholly or partly) in Welsh —

(a) religious education, and
(b) the subjects other than English and Welsh which are foundation subjects in relation
to pupils at the school’.

> Category 1 — All subjects (including RE and PSE) apart from English are taught through
the medium of Welsh to all pupils, although some schools may introduce English
terminology in one or two subjects.

Category 2A — At least 80% of subjects apart from English and Welsh are taught only
through the medium of Welsh to all pupils. One or two subjects are taught to some
pupils in English or in both languages.

& www.new.wales.gov.uk/topics/educationandskills/publications/guidance/
definingschools?lang=en.
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Reporting Requirements

1.12 Section 116B(4) of the Education Act 2002 sets out
that a local authority must provide the Welsh Ministers with
a report which:-

(@) describes the courses of study included within local curricula
established by the authority for that academic year which
were to be taught through the medium of Welsh;

(b) describes how many pupils elected’ to follow such courses
under section 116D and how many pupils were entitled®
to follow such courses under section 116E;

() explains what the authority plans to do in academic years
following that to which the report relates so that registered
pupils of schools maintained by the authority are given the
opportunity to follow local curricula courses of study which
are taught through the medium of Welsh.

1.13 Reports required under this provision must be provided within
two months of the end of the academic year®.

1.14 The local curricula for each local authority area will be
established by March of each year and the curricula offer will
specify the courses of study that will be taught through the medium
of Welsh.

1.15 Careers Wales on Line'™ provides a mechanism to collect
local curricula information and the local authority should ensure
that information, including language of delivery, is input on
Careers Wales on Line.

1.16 This will enable the local authority to run automated reports
that will fulfil reporting obligations under 1.142 (a). An example
report is shown at Annex A.

7 This is the number of pupils opting for each course described in 1.14(a).

8 This is the number of pupils who are studying each of the courses in 1.14(a).

9 See article 3 of the Learning and Skills (Wales) Measure 2009 (Commencement No. 1
and Transitional provision) Order 2009, S.I. 2009/3174 (W.276).

12 www.new.careerswales.com/prof.
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1.17 The final two columns will need to be updated to provide
information on how many pupils elected to follow these courses
and how many pupils were entitled to follow such courses.
Completion of these columns will provide the necessary information
detailed in 1.142 (b).

1.18 The Welsh Medium Education Strategy sets out the Welsh
Government’s vision for an education and training system that
responds in a planned way to the growing demand for
Welsh-medium education. Local authorities must submit a Welsh
Education Strategic Plan according to The Welsh in Education
Strategic Plans and Assessing Demand for Welsh Medium Education
(Wales) Regulations 2013. Schedule 2 paragraphs 13, 14, 15 and
16 indicate the requirements with regard to 14-19 Welsh-medium
provision.

The submission of the local authority’s Welsh Education Strategic
Plan will fulfil the reporting requirements under 1.12 (c).

1.19 In the interim years, local authorities should review
their return and submit an annual update to Welsh Ministers,
reporting on progress toward their three year plan and note
any revisions.
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2. Planning the local curriculum:
Key Stage 4

Background

2.1 14-19 Learning Pathways policy aims to transform provision
and support for learners, raise achievement and attainment,
prepare young people for high skilled employment or higher
education and enable Wales to compete in Europe in the

21st century.

Education (Local Curriculum for Pupils in

Key Stage 4) (Wales) Regulations 2009 as amended
by the Education (Local Curriculum for Pupils in Key
Stage 4) (Wales) (Amendment) Regulations 2014

2.2 The key objective of the Measure is to improve outcomes

and attainment for 14-19 learners. The Measure creates a right

for learners aged 14-19 in Wales to elect to follow a course of
study from a local curriculum. Each local curriculum will contain

a wide range of options of study, both academic and vocational.
Delivering a wider choice of courses will help ensure that learners
have an improved opportunity to pursue the course of study best
suited to their individual interests, learning styles, skills and abilities;
and will contribute to improved outcomes for learners.

2.3 By regulations'!, Welsh Ministers can specify the minimum
number of courses of study necessary to form a local curriculum

at Key Stage 4. The Education (Local Curriculum for Pupils in

Key Stage 4) (Wales) Regulations 2009 (the local curriculum
regulations) set out that by 2012, each local curriculum must
contain a minimum of 30 courses and consist of a minimum of

5 vocational courses of study. The Education (Local Curriculum for
Pupils in Key Stage 4) (Wales) (Amendment) Regulations 2014 have
reduced the minimum requirement to 25 courses, of which 3 must
be vocational.

2.4 To ensure learners have genuine access to a minimum of

25 courses, where a course is offered in both Welsh and English

in a single local curriculum, this should constitute just one choice.
Where courses, such as GCSE and GCSE short courses in the same
subject are included in a single local curriculum, just one choice

" www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/wales/wsi2009/wsi_20093256_en_1.

M
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should be recorded. Where a BTEC First Certificate and a BTEC
First Diploma in the same subject are included in a single local
curriculum, just one course should be recorded.

Formation of the local curricula for pupils
in Key Stage 4

2.5 Each local authority must form, for its area, one or more

local curricula for pupils in Key Stage 4'2. In determining the
appropriateness of local curricula clusters or a single local
curriculum model for its area, a local authority should be informed
by existing 14-19 Network cooperative developments and the
obligation to maximise the availability of courses of study included
in local curricula. Each local curriculum formed must meet the
minimum requirements set out in the local curriculum regulations.

2.6 Existing partnerships and cooperative arrangements may show
Welsh-medium, bilingual or faith institutions working together.

The local authority should be sensitive to choices made by learners

to attend these institutions and promote local curricula clusters that
reflect these choices.

2.7 Alocal authority should also consider the efficiency and
effectiveness of the local curriculum model. This should include
consideration of practical and logistical factors. Any process for the
selection of an appropriate local curriculum model should have as
its central consideration the need to improve outcomes for learners.

Duty to assist the local authority in planning the
local curricula

2.8 The governing body and head teacher of any maintained
secondary school, with the exception of community or foundation
special schools, must assist that local authority in planning the
local curricula.™

Learning and Skills (Wales)
Measure 2009

March 2014
Guidance Circular 12(s116A Education Act 2002).
No: 005/2014 13 (s.116l Education Act 2002).
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2.9 Similarly, the governing body and principal or other head of an
institution within the further education sector in the local authority’s
area must assist a local authority in planning the local curricula.

2.10 Planning the local curricula means the process by which
a local authority, in consultation with partners, decides which
courses of study to include in the local curricula.

Cross border cooperation

2.11 It may be advantageous for those who must assist the

local authority to plan the local curriculum for its area™ —

“local curriculum planners” — to consider the sharing or inclusion
of provision with education providers outside of the local authority.
This will be particularly relevant for Welsh-medium provision and
may also have relevance for some institutions whose nearest school
or further education college may be situated in a neighbouring
local authority.

Role of the Network

2.12 The 14-19 Regional Networks'™ have worked to expand the
choice of courses available to learners within their respective area
and secure appropriate progression opportunities for learners.

The local authority should fully employ the 14-19 Regional Network
in forming a local curriculum. This will ensure developments and
considerations are not restricted to 14-16 years, but extend to the
14-19 context to facilitate continuity and coherence for learners.

General responsibilities for education

2.13 Each local authority is under a duty to secure that there are
sufficient schools available in their area to provide for all pupils the
opportunity of appropriate education'. Appropriate education is
that which offers such variety of instruction and training as may
be desirable in view of the pupils’ different ages, abilities and

14S. 116l of the Education Act 2002.

> A 14-19 Network is a strategic partnership of learning providers, the local authority
and other organisations in the statutory and voluntary sector, working toward improved
outcomes for 14-19 learners.

6 (s14 Education Act 1996).
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aptitudes. This includes learners with additional learning needs.
Local curriculum planners will need to address the general
responsibilities for education, along with the requirements of the
local curriculum regulations.

2.14 The local curriculum regulations set out that each local
curriculum must consist of a minimum of 25 level 2'7 courses.

2.15 Curriculum planners must have regard to guidance issued on
special educational needs and additional learning needs; the Special
Education Needs Code of Practice for Wales 2002, and Inclusion
and Pupil Support Guidance 2006.

2.16 Learners who are unable to access level 2 courses due to
their additional learning needs should have opportunities to pursue
a choice of courses that allow them to make good progression
towards level 2 qualifications. Where this is not possible due to the
severity of the individual’s need, the courses should lead towards
independent living and working within the community.

2.17 There should be an appropriate range of courses below
level 2 to meet the need of learners for whom these programmes
are most suitable.

Curriculum design

2.18 Learner interest and demand should be a key factor in
determining the local curriculum. Planners will be aware that for

a local curriculum to be viable it has to be attractive to young
people. Learner surveys, where available, will provide a valuable
insight into local learner interests and preferences. If learner surveys
are not available curriculum planners should identify an appropriate
means of obtaining such information. For example, this could
consist of a sampling of learner opinion.

2.19 When planning local curricula, Head teachers, Principals and
their Governing Bodies together with the local authority should
take account of available labour market intelligence and local

and regional priorities. This will help ensure the future needs and

Learning and Skills (Wales)
Measure 2009

March 2014
Guidance Circular 7 Where level 2 cannot be delivered pre 16, for example due to health and safety
No: 005/2014 requirements, the relevant level 1 qualification will constitute the course.
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future priorities of the economy and business sector are reflected
and help secure that learners are provided with the opportunity
to gain suitable skills and qualifications for the work environment.
Use should be made of, but not limited to, information available
within local authority and Welsh Government published reports.

2.20 Planners should seek to ensure that local curriculum providers
progressively move toward reducing unnecessary duplication

of provision. Duplication can be seen as unnecessary where

its existence results in excess capacity within a defined local
curriculum area. In such circumstances provision could be more
effectively delivered by one partner school or institution on behalf
of others within the cluster. Over time, such adjustments could
assist individual institutions in maximising the number of courses
they are able to offer their learners. This would, for example,

be achieved by the releasing of resources for an expanded
cooperative curriculum offer.

2.21 When commissioning or developing a new course for
inclusion in local curricula, planners should consider curriculum
balance and identify the subject areas that may be relatively less
developed in a local curricula. Consideration should also be given to
the need to develop courses in existing areas of provision if there is
an increasing demand for them.

2.22 Particular attention should be paid to courses that have been
included in the local curriculum in any preceding two years but have
not run. Curriculum planners should not repeatedly include such
provision in a local curriculum without reason to believe the course
would attract sufficient learners to run.

Realisable curriculum offer

2.23 All courses included within a local curriculum must be
accessible to the learners covered by that local curriculum.
This includes travel arrangements where necessary.

However curriculum planners should fully explore the potential

15



to use modern technologies to avoid learners having to travel,
and also the movement of course deliverers in the first instance.
Where planners conclude that travel is necessary to achieve
wider choice, they should seek to limit this, and full or half day
arrangements should be used where possible.

Quality of provision

2.24 The quality of the learning experience should be a
fundamental consideration when planning the local curricula.
Planners should ensure that any cooperative or shared provision
included in a local curriculum meets appropriate quality thresholds
as defined within the common inspection framework. The base
school'® should ensure that appropriate quality processes are

in place for any cooperative course in which their learners are
engaged. Sources of information to assist in such considerations
could include the most recent Estyn inspection, attainment or value
added data from the learning provider, and self assessment report
detailed in the Regional Network Development Plan or from the
learning provider.

Impartiality

2.25 Information should be given in an impartial manner and
advice should be tendered which is considered to promote the

best interest of the young person and does not seek to promote
the interests or aspirations of any school, institution or other person
or body against the best interests of the young person concerned.
The preparation of materials for the selection of courses by learners
should therefore treat both cooperative course provision and non
cooperative course provision in an equitable way.

Process for cooperative provision

2.26 Curriculum planners should develop agreed processes

and protocols for cooperative provision to provide support

and clarity in partnership working. As a minimum these should
set out the roles and responsibilities of the partner organisations

in cooperative provision.
Learning and Skills (Wales)
Measure 2009
March 2014
Guidance Circular
No: 005/2014 8 The base school is the school at which the pupil is registered.

16



2.27 Some Networks and partnerships have developed and

are currently operating comprehensive processes and protocols;
others have effective service level agreements. Curriculum planners
may wish to be informed by these, however they should satisfy
themselves that any processes they may adopt are appropriate and
sufficient for their area. All key partners should be involved in the
development of any protocols or processes.

Learning and Skills (Wales)
Measure 2009

March 2014

Guidance Circular
No: 005/2014
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3. Joint working:
cooperation arrangements —
Key Stage 4

Maximisation and cooperation arrangements

3.1 A key objective of Learning and Skills (Wales) Measure 2009

is to maximise the availability of courses of study included in a

local curriculum. Section 116J of the Education Act 2002 as inserted
by section 13 of the Measure provides that this duty includes,

but is not limited to, a duty to seek to enter into cooperation
arrangements where the relevant persons, local authorities and
governing bodies of schools and further education institutions)

have concluded that it would further that objective to enter into
such arrangements.

3.2 There is a duty on local authorities and governing bodies to
take all reasonable steps to maximise the availability of courses
of study available within the local curriculum. This should ensure
that the learner has the widest possible choice of courses from the
local curriculum.

3.3 These provisions refer to the establishment of the maximum
realisable choice for learners from a local curriculum. Maximisation
should be seen in the context of the resource level available.

3.4 When considering whether the objective will be furthered

by entering into cooperation arrangements the relevant steps will
need to be followed to consider how the range of courses might
be enhanced and how entering into cooperation arrangements
may lead to the needs of learners being better met. Cooperation
between providers is not intended for its own sake but is intended
to enhance the learning opportunities and experiences of young
people.

3.5 In seeking to secure the maximum from resources available
there are a number of steps to be undertaken. These are:

i. Step 1: Identification of the resource available for
the establishment of the local curricula to include the
range of courses available within a school or further
education institution.
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ii. Step 2: Consider the full resource implications of entering
into, or not entering into, a cooperation arrangement'.
This should include objective economic justification for the
use of available resources and whether the use of available
resources (human, physical and financial) would be improved
by cooperation. In addition consideration should be given
to whether cooperation arrangements would lead to further
release of such resources over time. Such cooperation
arrangements may be with other schools, further education
institutions or training providers.

iii. Step 3: Establish an economically viable local curricula offer
that meets or exceeds the minimum requirements under the
Measure and reflects local and national priorities.

iv. Step 4: Assess whether it is possible to expand the planned
available local curricula for some learners within the planning
year without compromising the planned available local
curricula for other learners within the planning year. This will,
where there are a number of local curricula within an area,
entail considering whether availability of courses in more than
one local curriculum can be secured for learners over time.

3.6 If it is possible to expand the available local curricula for some
learners without reducing the local curricula for other learners
then the availability of the local curricula for a given year has

not been maximised.

3.7 If itis not possible, from the allocated resource base, to expand
the availability of the local curricula for some learners without
compromising the availability of the local curricula for other
learners then the availability of the local curricula can be said

to be maximised.

3.8 The governing body should demonstrate that it has addressed
the steps set out in 3.5. Furthermore, when assessing the
curriculum offer consideration should be given to the quality of
the learning experience available at the individual school or further
education institution. In particular it should be considered whether
a broader range of courses, perhaps of improved quality, could be
provided by a cooperation arrangement.

9 A cooperation arrangement exists where two organisations or more work together
to provide a course, or courses of study, for a learner or learners.
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3.9 In the normal course of events cooperation arrangements
should lead to benefits in terms of more efficient and effective use
of resources and to the release of resources. It is expected that a
governing body will be able to maximise the availability of local
curricula courses by entering into cooperative arrangements and
that a cooperation arrangement or cooperation arrangements will
be entered into. A governing body that is not seeking to enter into
such arrangements should be able to show that it has considered
such arrangements properly and has an objective justification for
not seeking to enter into them.

3.10 The local authority has the responsibility to form the local
curricula at Key Stage 4. If the local authority is of the opinion that
a school is not maximising the availability of the local curricula then
it should provide a written statement to the school as to its opinion.
This may occur, for example, where a school is not cooperating
with other institutions or is engaging in a very limited level of
cooperative activity.

3.11 The school subject to this written opinion of the local
authority should provide a written response to the concerns raised
by the local authority.

3.12 The school and local authority should seek to resolve the
disagreement via a dialogue between the local authority and

the institution based on the written responses of both parties.
Where an agreement cannot be reached the local authority should
forward all written documentation to the 7-19 Subject Support
team in DfES.

3.13 It is possible for Welsh Ministers to request that a local
authority and/or school provide an assessment and justification of
their actions in regard to the maximisation of the local curriculum
should there be, for example, concerns as to whether sufficient
development is taking place.

3.14 Welsh Ministers have the power to direct governing bodies
of maintained secondary schools, governing bodies of further
education institutions and local authorities as to the entering into
of cooperation arrangements.

Learning and Skills (Wales)
Measure 2009
March 2014

Guidance Circular
No: 005/2014
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Annex A: Local curricula offer report at Key Stage 4%

KS4 Local Curriculum report for: 2014-2015
Date of Report: February 2014

Name of Provider:

Name of Network:

Measure Outcome Aim Achieved

Minimum of 25 Choices (Combined General

and Vocational) 25 25 Y

Minimum of 3 Vocational Choices 7 3 Y

Learning and Skills (Wales)
Measure 2009

March 2014

Guidance Circular 20 The example report below shows the data required from the provider, although may not
No: 005/2014 capture all fields.
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Qualification Title

WIEC Level 1/Level 2 GCSE in Chemistry

WIEC Level 1/Level 2 GCSE in Design and Technology (Graphic Products)
WIEC Level 1/Level 2 GCSE in Design and Technology (Resistant Materials Technology)
WIEC Level 1/Level 2 GCSE in Physics

WIEC Level 1/Level 2 in Science A

WIEC Level 1/Level 2 in Home Economics: Food and Nutrition
OCR Level 1/Level 2 GCSE in Physical Education

OCR Level 1/Level 2 GCSE in Physical Education (Short Course)
WIEC Level 1/Level 2 GCSE in English Language

WIEC Level 1/Level 2 GCSE in English Literature

WIEC Level 1/Level 2 GCSE in French

WIJEC Level 1/Level 2 GCSE in German

WIJEC Level 1/Level 2 GCSE in Music

WIEC Level 1/Level 2 GCSE in Geography B

WIEC Level 1/Level 2 in History

WIEC Level 1/Level 2 GCSE in Religious Studies B

WIEC Level 1/Level 2 GCSE in Religious Studies B (Short Course)
OCR Level 1/Level 2 GCSE in Art and Design

WIEC Level 2 Welsh Baccalaureate Intermediate Diploma
Essential/Key Skills

WIJEC Level 2 Key Skills in Problem Solving

Vocational

Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE in Information and Communication Technology (ICT)

AQA Level 1/Level 2 GCSE in Performing Arts (Double Award)
AQA Level 1/Level 2 GCSE in Performing Arts

Pearson BTEC Level 2 Certificate in Construction (QCF)

Pearson BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificate in Engineering (QCF)
Pearson BTEC Level 2 Certificate in Vehicle Technology (QCF)
OCR Level 2 NVQ Certificate in French (QCF)

OCR Level 2 NVQ Certificate in Welsh (QCF)

DAQW
Link
60056484
50080751
5008074X
60055546
60010368
60055716
50046718
50046482
6007095X
6009686X
60055662
60055698
60056447
60060815
6010174X
60055790
60055479
50046810
5001805X

10038346

50075755
50044023
50044047
50072389
50075779
60048542
50101079
50121996

Vocational

O O 6O 6O 6O 6O O 66O O O OO 6O O O 6O O

()

< < < < < < < <

14-19 Grant
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1
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Your School
Your School
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Your School
Your School
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Your School
Your School
Your School
Your School
Your School
Your School
Your School
Your School

Your School

Your School

Your School
Your School
Your School
Your School
Your School
Your School
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Annex B: Regulations

OFFERYNNAU STATUDOL

WELSH STATUTORY

CYMRU INSTRUMENTS
2009 Rhif 3256 (Cy.284) 2009 No. 3256 (W.284)
ADDYSG, CYMRU EDUCATION, WALES
Rheoliadau Addysg (Cwriewlwm The Education {Local Curriculum
Llcol ar gyfer Disgyblion yng for Pupils in Key Stage 4) (Wales)
Nghyinod Allweddol 4) (Cymru) Regulations
2009 2009
RODYN ESBONIATHL EXPLANATORY NOTE
{&ad vw'lr mochor fnw war rhaow o' Rbeoliaokef (This node is ok paeet off dve Beyvalivtions )

Mewnosmbodd Mesmr Dysgu s Sgiliau (Cymwm)
2068 {moce 1) ™y Mesur®) ddarpariscthan newydd yn
Rhan 7 o Ddeddf Addysg 2002 (" Deddd 2002%), Mo
Rhan T v yenwnscsd §' cwriowlam mewn yspolion a
pymheler yng Mghyman, O ganlyniasd i Ban | o' Mesur,
caill v cwrscwlam mewn wsgolion lwrhnd-l.l B
g¥nbelic yap Mpghymm o chasga @ gynowys

hawlogaethau dsgyblion mean cumowlwm leal yng
nghyfod allweddol 4. Moe'r Rheolisdas hym ym
pwmced dampariacth o ran [unbo'y cwriewlam Beol. ¥
dewisiadan ¥ cailf disgybl cu gwncnl, penderfymiad y
pemnocth o mn hawlogacith, o phenderfynind ¥
pensacih | dilileu kawlogacth,

Sine rheolind ¥ yn darparu bod yo thaid | ssdundod
ool lanbe wa carmalvm lool soa Pay ar gyler o
ardal meam da bryd § allucgi disgyhblson § ddewis dilym
cwrs astudio yo usol § theoliad 8.

Mac rheoliad 4 yn deparu ar gyfer isafram o
gyrsiau o chyrsisu gabvedigacihol § gael cu cymmvwys
mewn ewricwhwm Bool. Ecbyn bwyddyn ysgol 2012-
2003 rhaid i bob cwnicwlwm leol gynnwye o leial 30
o gyrsiau astudio or lefel 2 WOE, v mae'n thaid i o lelall
5 ehoaynt Fod yn thai galwedsgacthed.

Mae theoliad 2 wn dampars bod ye rhald | bob
cwrlewbam [keol geel gworth llefalssm o bwymliae
O by cwricwlham yn eymnwys 30 o gyrsiae asbodio
rhaid bod gas v cyrsism hymny werll paymii eyl
nad yw'ni [l na TR Pennar y gwerth paymtiaw ar gyfer
pob cwrs astodio yn ¥ Gronfa Ddata Cymwysierna
Cymermdwyedig ymg Nghymmi (wwwdagw.orguk)

The Leamang and Skills (Wabs) Measuse 2009
{mawm |} (“the Measmre™) mseried mew provisions into
hnhl‘hl-dmﬂmﬁ-:tﬂﬂi[‘ﬁ::m.ﬂ.ﬂ": Pan
T coneeres ke curricudum in maintamned schools in
Wales, As o resull of Part 1 of the Mesure the
cumiculum in meintsined secomdary schools in Wales
is expanded 1o include the bocal curriculum
enfillements of pupals im key siage 4. These
Regulstices make provision as 1o the formation of the
local curriculem, the eleciions 3 pupil may make, the
bead 1eacher's decision 2 o entiflemend, and the hesd
teacher's decizion io remove an cniFllement.

Regulation ¥ provides that o locs] sulbority must
form ooe of more local cumicula for s ara in
sufficient tinse o enable pupdls o clect 1o fodlow a
coumse of sudy in pocondance with regulation 8.

Regulation 4 provides for o minimum mnsmber of
conmses and vosaional courses 10 be mcluded in s local
cumsulum. By the school year 2012-2003 all local
cumiculs mest contain of least 30 coorses of study
MIOF level 2, of which it beast £ mwsst be vecational,

Regulation § provides that cach local curmculsm
musi have a minimam points valve. Where a
cumulum consiss of M courses of study sich courses
i have a eombined points vabee of Bo less than TE0,
The paints value lor cach cowrse of study i st o
the Daishase of Approved Chulifications i Wales
(www daqu.onguk). Regulation & provides for the
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Mae ribeofiad & yn darparu ar gyvler geerth llciafiwm o
besymiiam i gyrsian galwedignothol & puiff ew oymnwys
mewn ewnicwlwm lleoll O bydd ewricwhwm [leol yn
I}'I:ﬂ:lw_:l'l-.‘ﬂp'n‘il.l Ft‘ﬂ'l:d.lp‘lhﬂ!:hﬂ iddhym gacl
gworth pwyniias oy fumal nad yw'n ks na 2ol

Nine rhoolimd 7 yo darpary ma chaiff disgybl ddewis
dilyn cwrs nen gyrsiau asoadio os yw cyfamsum
pwynisam cwrs néw gymsiau o fath yn fay na 180,
Bibaisd i'r dewis hwnnw gael o wnewd ym velod tymor y
gwarmwam ym y fwyddys o flaen honno pen frdd
disgybl vn mynd i gyfeod sllweddol 4 frhoolisd Bj

Wae rheolind 9 ym darpane ar gyfer ¥ weithdreifn
wydd w dilyn gan v pennaets pan lydd ye pesderfynu,
yn uncd ag adrs 116F[]) o Ddeddi 2002, plum a ocs
hawlogneth gan v disgybl | ddilyn owrs mew gyrsiou
i, Moe rheodiad 9 hefyd yn dorpars & gyfer v
withdirefin syild i'w dilyn o byedd disgrvbl yo dymuno
goefiym i'r pennacth adolygu o benderiyniad o dan sdmn
L16F{ 1} o Dudedd " 0002,

Mfac rhoolind 10 yn darpars & gyvfer v weithdreln

wydd Pw delyn gan v pennscth pan frdd ye perderfinu,
yn und ag T Ilﬂ-lvllhn[l-clﬂ_ldf"._.’tlllmdm

e rhealiad 11 yn gwecud darpasiacih ar gylr
serfynau smser | hysbosiadeu o y

mimimeam points valee of vocational courses included
in a local cumicalum.  Where o local carmicobom
corsiats of 5 vocational courses they mssl bave a
oambised points value of no ke than 260,

Regulstion 7 provides that a pepil may not elect o
follow a comrse or coerees of stady if ihe aggregaic
points of such a oourse or courses ceceod 1800 Such
cleciion mast be made denmg the gprmg lerm in the
yoar proceeding that whach the pupil enters key stage <
{regulation B}

Regulaticn % provides for the peocedure fo be
followed by the head teacher whem Be or she
determines, parsmand o section 116F{ 1) of te 3202
Ayct, whether the pepil & entithed 1o fallow o course or
courses of = ion 9 also provides for the
procedure 1o be fflowsd if o pupil wishes 1o poguest
ihe head icacher io review his or her delermimation
under section §IG6F(1) of ihe 2002 Aot

ion |0 provides for the proccdure o be
followed by the head teacher whem k¢ or she
determincs, pummnl o section [16HI1) of the 22
At whether the pupil is oo keeper entitled 1w Tedlow a
course of oourses of sody, Regulation 10 ok provides
for the procedurs wo be followed if o pagil wishes o
reguest the head wescher 10 review his or her
determination under section |16H1 1) of the N2 Aci

Hegmlation |1 makes provision For dotermising the
tieme linsiis lor sotices under these Regulacions.
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26 comrnes of shhy 51 NOF level 2, of which st
Reawt 4 st by vicatiimal

(bl o he schsoal voar 2001 0 2002 @ s of
3K ooarses of stady &t NOF lovel 2, of wihich m
st st be vocamional; and

i) ol every sibnoguenl schood yend 4 Feadiim
off M) ppdariien of study at NOF kevel 7, of which
o lewad 5 rousd b vecalional,

141 leszal mutheriny iy includs a courss of ahudy &
ROF vl | instcad o & ooirss a0 NOF keoved T in e
lixcal curmicalum for & meisiyined sooondary schoal in
i wrea o the wame ooarse is nol availablie m NOEF kel

2 fiow papils in the Bunk bey siage.

iij 1T g
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mlda o fewm 3 diwmsd pwaith o perdcrfynizd o
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fa) v penaderfymiad o' rhesymau deostn;

(5] The mimimum member of vocationa] cosrees of
siundy soquinesd by A0 2 e (X o (s
wiillie ml bewas 3 of e g R .

Misdmum asmber of peinty of cemrey of atedy of
lacal carriculs

& il Where o bocal cermonlain comsnts off hhoor 27
corics of siudhy such oo musl bavg 8 combingd
pariméa vy o ne boss shan G50 points,

21 Whoee a ksl cumicslem comise of 18 or 20
oourecs of widy such courses must bane o cembined
poinss vk of me ke dun 730 podnis.

1) Where a bocall cumculums consisds. off M) or maong
coaress of sody such courses must bene o combined
peovinis wane of no keos dhan 750 points.

Misimum nember of pefsts of vocstienal ceames
of siudy of lecal corriouls

[ lII Where o local cemiculom consisis of 4
wourses of sindy such coumses mst have o
commibined potnts valoe of no e than 200 pedeis

121 Where o bocal cermcolam cosisis of 3 oF mare
vocational eosrses. of sudy such courses mest have o
combingd poinls valug off fo less than DHD podnts,

Puplls chisboes of bsval rarrbonlun resres

7. A pupil may ot elect o folkw & course or 8
ciombsisation of courses of stedy within o locsl
cerrioulum if the aggregae pomin of such & comree o
such combinstion of courses of audy eveend 180
poimEs eschaling aay peints. alloficd W 8 oeuneg of
ponrgs ol study leading 10 8 key akall qualificaton
which a papil han clectod i follow.

Periad during which o pupils clection musi be
mady

B A il reet eleet 1o Tollow & eouie of coufus of
whindy' Wil @ badal cuirkculum during the speing laim,

vad ewcher's dockhdem as (o enli lcssenn

Q{1 Where o beasd bracher deciides wmder saction
116K} of the 2003 Act thai 8 pupdd is ot entited o
fodbow & comris of eounees of sludy be of she must do
i0 within 3 working dn fellowisg the s of e
BT Lo

21 Where m Bead 1eacher s deeides he of the mus
withis 1 woiking days ol thal desmion minn
relevanl povson i wriling of The olowimg mation-

) oo whi e shoen mnad the reasens for i
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fch) y caif y peron perthnascl wacsd sylwadau yn
wigrifenedig ymghylch v penderfimisd henira
T'T pemnacth,

dem#MH‘mMnMﬁnrm
neur oyreie miadio ar 8 dvddisd pendorfimisd v
ponnscth o dan adran 1168 1§ o Dideddd 2003

(3} Rhaid i gais gan bersom periheasol o dan
beragral¥ {1 4b) ac unrtpw xylwadau o dan taregrall
i1 ichi gacl eu pemeud o feun 3 divmod geaith o 51
i st Inyabysisd v pernseth off bendarfyniad

Thi that ihe relevan porson mary roguaesd the Baoad
weacher reverw iBai docisiosc

i€l Innrrnllﬁiiﬂrhiﬂlrm-ulh
masde; and

[di hal  dhe  achevans penun maEy  make
Fepresentalions o wriling abown thar decision
tx the Boad e

133 A vequest by o relevast peroon ander pamgraph
(2HB) sl any nopecseniatons under pargraph (2
musl b madc within 5 working days of b of her
et of nelss of the Boad ieackars docition,

14} Where & relevial poison foqoests  iinder
m;luh}h;hﬂmmﬁ-ﬁl#h
withim 10 wewking rmﬁpll. st s in
0 daing heor shee mued considor

{2l the ciroumaissces in which his or her decision

Wi sk

ih) ey wrinem represcanm e made by & relevam
e aboun thal deciasn; sl

€] =y other orcurmlances B of she comiders
rebevmml

151 The Bead Beacksd miaal wilhin b working days of
his o Bor detcrmasation perwemsl lo paragraph (4],
inferm the whkvanl paron in wniting of o el b
reme for i

1) Thex repelation spplies caby i roladion i the (ind
hoction a pupil meles under soction 11816 1) of b=
2003 At in sooordance widh regulssion T (and oot in
relstlon o sy sshssquent chomioal.

Hicad tewchor's dovhdem i0 roeseve an eeliflomes)

PR Where a Boad eacher docides under section
IISEET Y ol the IO Act that 3 pepil is o longer
embilod Lo follirm @ comrss o comrse off stuchy, be o il
s within 3 working days of thai decision mfeom s
relevani person of the Tollming meamers-

(2} of the decision and die fasens oF it

(bl that the relevam porson mey nogecad the Bead
warhed eveew 1hal deries

(€] the period winkin which sech & rogece musl Be
made: and

[dy Beal she rolevanl  porson sy malc
Fopresoniations = writing abouil thal dediason
B the howd toackar.

21 A pul s ool ortithad L Ellow The $ourse of

coursoy of sty From the daic off the hasd 1cacher's
decien under section |16 1 p of de 300 Act.

131 A roquest by a relovest person ander parapssph
[l s @y ropeesoniations. under 1
muta be made within 2 working days of his or her
roreip of mstane of the Bend reacher's devtsion,
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2008 [ Fheclisdny 30097 o mae Thessn'y
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Mae"r Rhecladin diwryo Rheoladm 3008
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2014 No. 42 (W. 4)

EDUCATION, WALES

The Education (Local Curriculum

for Pupils in Key Stage 4) (Wales)
(Amendment) Regulations 2014

The Lesrming and Skills (Waledd Meassre 2009
(pawm 1) mserbed new provisioas mo Past 7 of the
Education Act 2000, Part T concermns the carmioabus m
enantamed schoods i Wides. As a resall of Fart | of
the Meanwe e comoulem m masetsised secomdery
schools m Wabs & expanded to mclade the Jocal
cunicuhen enbthements of pupils = key slage 4

The Education (Local Cumcukos for Pugls & Rey
Suge 4) (Wibs) Eepulatiosd 2009 (“the N09
Repulabon™) made provizios a2 o the fommation of
the local cpmicubem, the elections a pupil may make,
the head teaches’s decinion = 10 enntlement and e
bead seacher™s decision io pemove an eolithement

These Regulashions amend the M09 Repulibons so
the he mnmmem mumber of cowrmes oo kocal
suibority s nclode in d1 local eumculum age 15, of

jam also
Pepalahons so thet there it oo Jonger & requinessent for
cowne: of stady m the local camouban, nor for a
puapil's chotces of local camoubam courves. to have o

EninTE points vahue (regulsteon. 20000

These Repalaticas also remorve wmmecemay wordng
i = beading to repalation 11 mmw
irepulaton X))
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1014 Rhif 42 (Cy. 4)
ADDYSG, CYMRU

Rheoliadau Addysg (Cwniewlwm
Lleol ar gyfer Disgyblion yng
Nghyfnod Allweddol 4) (Cymru)
(Diwygio) 2014

rwnad 1 5 fewerer 2004

Gorodwyd perbron Cymulliad Cemadlaethol
Cyworn - 15 Jonwr 2014

5 Chrwafior 2014

Mae Gwemdomon Cymna droy arfer ¥ pwenan a
rodduryd sdéynt gan sdrammau | 18A(T). 116D a 210
o Ddeddf Addyag 20031]) yn pwnoad y Rhoolisdes &
panhm.

Enwi, crchovm a chymbuyse

1.—{1} Ena'r Fheolisdau kym yw Rhecliadan

(Cwricwlwm Lleol ar gyfer Disgyblion yog
| Allweddel 4) (Cymry) (Diweygie) 2014 &
dewant § rym ar § Chwefror 2014,

(21 Mae'r Fheolisdau byn ya pymwys o s Cymm

vgie Rheoliadan
pfer Dispvblion vag
(Cymra) 2009
& Mpe Bhecliadw Addvsg (Comowlwm Lleol ar
gyfer Dasgyblion yag Neghyfivod Albweddol 4) (Cymru)
20052 ) weeds em dimrygio del 8 gandyn—

(2} yo le thechiad 4 thodder—

breg (Comicwhem Lieol ar
Nghvisod Albweddol 4

2014 No. 42 (W. 4)
EDUCATION, WALES
The Education (Local Cumculum

for Pupils in Key Stage 4) (Wales)
{Amendment) Regulatons 2014

Made 13 Jamuary 2004
Laid the Notional Azsembly for Wales

before n.rn‘ﬁ::.- 2014
Coming mic force 5 February 2014

The Welsh Mimssters i exercise of the powen
conferred on them by sections 116A(H). 1160KY) and
210 of the Educanon Act 2002(1) make the followmg
Fegalations.

Title, commencement and application

L—{1) The rifle of these PRepalstions is the
Educanion (Local Cwmicalom for Pupils m Key Sage
4) (Wales) (Amendnsent) Regulitions 20014 and twey
cotoe isbe force om 5 Felwraary 2014,

(2} These Fiegulations apply in nelation to Wikes

Amesdment of the Edwcation (Local Curriculum
for Pupils in Kev Stage 4) (Wales) Regalations 2009

2. The Educaticom (Lecal Cumculam for Pupds o
Sage 4) (Wales) Fegulations I009()
F&thﬂm— e

(a) forregulation 4 substinute—

M2 5.3 LA adem 4 o Forr
ﬂ! :;L;:mmimum—-hﬂ" phbig
it 7 4 Feowt 2000

@) 05 Deilse pe O3 M10008)

(15 410N Lok I‘..;.-I;I'.ll (L N
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Learning and Skills (Wales)
Measure 2009

March 2014

Guidance Circular
No: 005/2014

Annex C: Related documents

Related documents

Learning and Skills (Wales) Measure 2009:
(www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/wales/mwa2009/mwa_20090001_
en_1)

Education (Local Curriculum for Pupils in Key Stage 4) (Wales)
Regulations 2009
www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/wales/wsi2009/wsi_20093256_en_1

The Collaboration Between Maintained Schools (Wales) Regulations
2008: www.opsi.gov.uk/legislation/wales/wsi2008/wsi_20080168_
en_1

The Collaboration Arrangements (Maintained Schools and Further
Education Bodies) (Wales) Regulations 2008: www.opsi.gov.uk/
legislation/wales/wsi2008/wsi_20083082_en_1

Collaborative Arrangements between Further Education Institutions
and Schools Guidance
www.wales.gov.uk/topics/educationandskills/publications/guidance

Special Educational Needs Code of Practice for Wales 2002
Inclusion and Pupil Support Guidance 2006

Programme for Government

The Learning Country: Vision into Action

Learning Pathways 14-19 Guidance |l

School Standards and Organisation (Wales) Act 2013
Welsh-medium Education Strategy (2010)

Youth Engagement and Progression Framework Implementation
Plan www.wales.gov.uk/topics/educationandskills/skillsandtraining/
youthengagement/?lang=en
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